in scope and emphasis, and the author gives a balanced account of the present state of affairs. His industry is evidenced by the useful list of references at the end of each chapter which provides additional reading for postgraduate students and those with a special interest in a particular subject. The book should fulfil the dual object of a handbook for the practising otologist and a textbook for postgraduate students, who will find the sections on deafness in children and diseases of the inner ear particularly helpful. The methods of treatment advised are those generallyaccepted in the specialty today, except in the case of surgery for cholesteatoma where preservation of the posterior meatal wall, if at all possible, is advocated. Mr Ludman's original illustrations, admirably clear and linked closely to the text, are an outstanding feature of the book. By devoting most space to anatomy and physiology and clinical features, and restricting the latest details of operative technique to a short illustrated section at the end, the author has ensured that this book will not become out of date too quickly. The detailed study of the coronary arteries in patients dying from 'coronary thrombosis' reveals onlythe terminal stages ofa process which has been progressing for many years. In this monograph Dr Osborn attempts to trace the life history of the arterial lesions, with interesting and often provocative results. His conclusions are based on the meticulous and laborious study by serial sections of the coronary arteries from birth to old age, and he lists about 35 disease processes which may be recognized. The book is freely illustrated with pictures of histological sections which reproduce well. All the coronary arteries in the 465 babies studied were normal, but by the age of 5 only onethird of his cases retained the 'ideal normal stage' seen at birth, and by the age of 15 it was rare to find a completely normal artery. After this age dangerous lesions appeared with increasing frequency. He states that 'there can be little doubt that most or all of those destined to die of coronary thrombosis before their allotted span owe their fate to lesions of early life, not infrequently of infancy', and suggests that the prevention of coronary disease is more likely to be achieved by a detailed study of the factors responsible for the appearance of these early lesions than by attaching etiological significance to biochemical or other changes in patients with clinical coronary disease. This book, which includes' a chapter on the hemodynamics of the coronary circulation written by an engineer, should serve to stimulate research into the disease in those age groups where thelesions are potentially reversible or preventable. It is always a pleasure to read a concise account of a subject by authors who have had wide practical experience, and this book is an excellent summary of the practical aspects of long-term artificial respiration. There is an initial discussion of the different types of ventilator and their uses, but the main part of the book is limited to the practice of intermittent positive-pressure ventilation through a tracheostomy.
There is also a physiological section on the theoretical aspects of ventilation, followed by experimental work on the sensation of breathlessness, the effect of ventilation on the circulation, and so on. Details of the practice of artificial ventilation in different clinical states are then given, together with a complete account of equipment and organization needed for an artificial respiration unit.
In any book it is always possible to note omissions. Here the authors give hardly any account of the use of artificial ventilation in abnormal lung conditions since they have had little personal experience ofit. Perhaps more surprising, when they discuss emergency visits they make no mention of first-aid measures, such as mouth-to mouth breathing. But as a book on the long-term ventilation of patients through a tracheostomy, it can be highly recommended. It 
